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Continue Learning

Books to Read

How Nations Win: Creating Prosperity through Freedom, Order, and Innovation — Henrik
Ekelund

Expanding on the ideas explored in Why Nations Prosper, Ekelund examines how Freedom,
Order, and Innovation work together to create the conditions for lasting prosperity—and what
happens when those forces weaken.

The Wealth of Nations — Adam Smith

One of the foundational works of modern economics, Smith’s landmark book explores how
trade, specialization, competition, and individual economic freedom contribute to the creation
of wealth and prosperity.

Open: The Story of Human Progress — Johan Norberg

Norberg explores how openness to trade, ideas, innovation, and exchange has helped
societies advance throughout history—and why maintaining that openness remains important
to continued progress.

Free to Choose: A Personal Statement — Milton Friedman and Rose Friedman

The Friedmans explore how economic freedom, individual choice, and voluntary exchange can
expand opportunity and contribute to prosperity, while examining the appropriate role of
government in a free society.

Progress: Ten Reasons to Look Forward to the Future — Johan Norberg

Using historical evidence and global data, Norberg examines dramatic improvements in areas
including poverty, health, life expectancy, literacy, and living standards, offering a broader
perspective on the extraordinary gains in human well-being.

The Mystery of Capital — Hernando de Soto

De Soto explores why capitalism succeeds in some countries but struggles in others, focusing
particularly on the importance of property rights and legal institutions in allowing people to turn
assets into economic opportunity.
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https://www.amazon.com/How-Nations-Win-Prosperity-Innovation-ebook/dp/B0H5D7XPR3/ref=sr_1_1?crid=9TGQFJ6FT7GZ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.iAPinjI4nmInzz4rQfjSCcJA5IbGbeqFf-F_FpbHb19EEXrmfx--fmFqujr0xs9Xe4wo2vv-TxWQAgCJAbqWIBAn2alI5FXVgNvNe6Iwu3_52VeHZmQg9lAbFAyWl61PpzxGtR_ytv96ZIno5iK2Kljo8Ny_JiqYqJQOBHVynSvyHSHOQzb0gswj0o3kSxRo16RmlS9G52qMkbpQ9xx236Lu4aVCrZBrFCw4a6HE0A8.SeeeVt-JaJ6NVOUwGvccwrbONlsk7xzdhqj2gpBHVeE&dib_tag=se&keywords=how+nations+win&qid=1787102342&sprefix=how+nations+win%2Caps%2C400&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Wealth-Nations-Adam-Smith/dp/1614278814/ref=sr_1_1?crid=A1F3CQCQVAT3&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Qy4m8Qr_w1v4gIi89NS-BUgTGC8_1LP88Cq06MzyMHP37mQhfOMbzlxkFE-eFqZhZqIbIzPWs3QluvFQqnuPdC98c3gHOeradQrGWe4SQFGdmtKbUoiM5g_oGt-z7lVBbQLNcR4WQnC0r69WHhY0-p3aYZfoXG4DzLCZRLQN-OJTKXEFQwFLi-VDEHHZ90zhopvoBPW29XQxnO5-MUZdsqU8GvksUU0W_dT0XfZro1Y.VctxhLe5Xz2etMbHnLxucVOOkNDVZUMUeZOxKEeq6PE&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+wealth+of+nations+adam+smith&qid=1787102398&sprefix=wealth+of+nations%2Caps%2C766&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Open-Story-Progress-Johan-Norberg-ebook/dp/B08T1NZ45F/ref=sr_1_1?crid=B2MXDMH1OH3A&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.6gARqkm6HZMS2QjciRcejvRZ7oLrLrDJFm_T6tQLhhOzDv-YyREbR6z4MGW-7gfVmPKjc5R7Qxg6v_UzBAaTIF-kjZLmlwrujB3oC4tpeUU.PP1PHpC8J0Usgu_CuxhMaF7mCq__eq4sot5mY9T47cI&dib_tag=se&keywords=open+johan+norberg&qid=1787102444&sprefix=open+by+johan+%2Caps%2C1083&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Free-Choose-Statement-Milton-Friedman/dp/0156334607/ref=sr_1_3?crid=2N8D4CNF9MLD8&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.LCr4vUTxmW06C088VPcgWrmNaVNfBczNbW4uFE-MHgdzyvXEVdmE7HB-qtvTtzDcFJmZGYQw3f8fEK-hUhoh0hXyefeuOg-3ICTjZ3sxqtTi0ltBJdwpEfv0ly9tOJp6sH25BW_cEH-Je2twJr-CDenluzFSEZbHFDJ06clPDUFmf4Bue1M-R-qJb0H_U-RkeVSXEmwkeanwjgmHuOcLgH260ONOOexL30Ch0ovOuN3vm80U6Y6st6K0tVRD5_ffWTszY7H847R1OVx2QSC4jOHXt-MineW1DKpDhqIC7bs._WoiPQ8DTrBWNOE0Da_bZbHxkCDwatqNo9VEqf462pU&dib_tag=se&keywords=milton+friedman+books&qid=1787177060&sprefix=milton+friedman%2Caps%2C210&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Progress-Johan-Norberg-audiobook/dp/B072189P5Q/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2X41YLGO9DAGL&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.hwhTNWrZzWh6kAnDSiO8rzyd0EBGAVoNAaHbubQLEis0AiNIQmv1f1lu1gC_R6qcEZfp7-udLIOnVn4ODuaj1g.JQ3naGs1zsKuMsJIxtAwtyIu2KPWho4LVK6bQcVRB6I&dib_tag=se&keywords=progress+johan+norberg&qid=1787102487&sprefix=progress+johan+%2Caps%2C687&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0465016154/?bestFormat=true&k=mystery%20of%20capital%20book&ref_=nb_sb_ss_w_scx-ent-bk-ww_k0_1_19_de&crid=2F1DZ6TE2ZD96&sprefix=mystery%20of%20capital%20
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Capitalism and Freedom — Milton Friedman

Friedman examines the relationship between economic and political freedom, arguing that
competitive markets and limited government can help protect individual liberty while creating
conditions for economic prosperity.

Why Nations Fail: The Origins of Power, Prosperity, and Poverty — Daron Acemoglu and
James A. Robinson

Acemoglu and Robinson examine why some countries become prosperous while others
remain poor, arguing that inclusive political and economic institutions play a critical role in
determining a nation’s long-term success.

Films to Watch

Commanding Heights: The Battle for the World Economy

This PBS series traces the global struggle between government-controlled and market-
oriented economies and the rise of globalization. It provides valuable historical context for Why
Nations Prosper’s exploration of economic reform, free markets, trade, and the changing role
of government.

The Ascent of Money

This documentary series explores the history of money, banking, credit, and financial markets
and their role in shaping societies. It complements Why Nations Prosper's examination of how
access to capital, investment, and functioning financial systems can support innovation and
economic growth.

The Pursuit

Economist Arthur C. Brooks travels around the world exploring poverty, opportunity, and the
conditions that enable people to improve their lives. Its focus on human well-being makes it a
natural companion to Why Nations Prosper’s broader question of what prosperity means for
individuals and communities.
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https://www.amazon.com/Capitalism-Freedom-Milton-Friedman/dp/022673479X/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2N8D4CNF9MLD8&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.LCr4vUTxmW06C088VPcgWrmNaVNfBczNbW4uFE-MHgdzyvXEVdmE7HB-qtvTtzDcFJmZGYQw3f8fEK-hUhoh0hXyefeuOg-3ICTjZ3sxqtTi0ltBJdwpEfv0ly9tOJp6sH25BW_cEH-Je2twJr-CDenluzFSEZbHFDJ06clPDUFmf4Bue1M-R-qJb0H_U-RkeVSXEmwkeanwjgmHuOcLgH260ONOOexL30Ch0ovOuN3vm80U6Y6st6K0tVRD5_ffWTszY7H847R1OVx2QSC4jOHXt-MineW1DKpDhqIC7bs._WoiPQ8DTrBWNOE0Da_bZbHxkCDwatqNo9VEqf462pU&dib_tag=se&keywords=milton+friedman+books&qid=1787177060&sprefix=milton+friedman%2Caps%2C210&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0307719227/?bestFormat=true&k=why%20nations%20fail&ref_=nb_sb_ss_w_scx-ent-bk-ww_k0_1_12_de&crid=3E5KGRLPJ8QOB&sprefix=why%20nations%20
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0319210/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_0_tt_8_nm_0_in_0_q_Commanding%20Heights%3A%20The%20Battle%20for%20the%20World%20E
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1358383/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_0_tt_5_nm_3_in_0_q_The%20Ascent%20of%20Money
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt9153882/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_3_tt_8_nm_0_in_0_q_The%20Pursuit%202019

WHY NATIONS PROSPER

A PERSONAL EXPLORATION BY
HENRIK EKELUND

Poverty Inc.
This documentary examines the international aid system and asks whether traditional

approaches to fighting poverty can sometimes undermine local entrepreneurship and self-
sufficiency. It offers another perspective for discussing how institutions, markets, and
economic opportunity can contribute to sustainable prosperity.

Trailblazers: The New Zealand Story — Free To Choose® Network

Johan Norberg explores New Zealand’s transformation from economic crisis to renewed
prosperity, examining how economic reform, international trade, and greater economic
freedom created new opportunities for individuals and businesses.

Economic Freedom in Action: Changing Lives — Free To Choose Network

Through personal stories from Zambia, South Korea, Slovakia, and Chile, this documentary
explores how greater economic freedom can affect entrepreneurship, self-reliance, and
opportunity in the lives of ordinary people.

When China Opened Its Economy — izzit.org®

Explore how China’s shift toward greater economic freedom, international trade, and private
enterprise helped fuel extraordinary economic growth, while considering the challenges that
may affect the country’s future prosperity.

Markets Without Borders — izzit.org

Economist Hernando de Soto travels to Tanzania and Peru to explore how property rights, rule
of law, and access to formal economic institutions can expand opportunity and help people
participate more fully in the economy.
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https://www.imdb.com/title/tt4595114/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_1_tt_8_nm_0_in_0_q_Poverty%2C%20Inc.
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt6353818/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_0_tt_5_nm_3_in_0_q_trailblazers%3A%20the%20new%20zealand%20story
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt3379886/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_0_tt_2_nm_0_in_0_q_economic%20freedom%20in%20action
https://izzit.org/videos/video.php?video=china_economy
https://izzit.org/videos/video.php?video=markets_without_borders

WHY NATIONS PROSPER

A PERSONAL EXPLORATION BY
HENRIK EKELUND

Places to Explore

Vietnam

Hanoi
Discover Vietham’s vibrant capital, where historic temples, bustling street markets, traditional
neighborhoods, and a growing modern city come together.

Mekong Delta
Journey through a lush landscape of rivers, rice paddies, floating markets, and farming
communities in one of Vietham’s most important agricultural regions.

Ho Chi Minh City
Experience Vietnam’s dynamic commercial center, known for its lively streets, historic
landmarks, thriving food scene, and unmistakable entrepreneurial energy.

Botswana

Okavango Delta
Explore this spectacular inland delta, where winding waterways, wetlands, and abundant
wildlife create one of Africa’s most extraordinary safari destinations.

Chobe National Park & Chobe Region
Experience Botswana’s renowned wildlife up close in a region famous for its large elephant
herds, river safaris, and sweeping natural landscapes.

Gaborone
Discover Botswana’s capital, a growing city where contemporary African culture, local markets,
museums, restaurants, and nearby nature reserves offer a different side of the country.
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https://vietnam.travel/
https://www.botswanatourism.co.bw/
https://www.chobe.com/
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Santiago
Explore Chile’s cosmopolitan capital, where historic neighborhoods, museums, markets,
restaurants, and dramatic views of the Andes come together.

Chile’s Wine Country
Travel through picturesque valleys and vineyards to experience the wineries, landscapes,
food, and winemaking traditions that have earned Chile an international reputation.

Vina Conchay Toro
Visit one of Chile’s best-known wineries to explore its historic vineyards and cellars.
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https://chile.travel/en/
https://vinacyt.com/
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